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STRENGTHENING SOCIAL
SECURITY NOW

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in appreciation of
President Bush seeking to strengthen
our Social Security system.

When Social Security was conceived
in the mid-1930s, the average age of life
expectancy in the United States was 60.
Today the average American’s life ex-
pectancy is over 77.

Americans are now receiving benefits
over longer periods of time because we
are so grateful they are living longer.
Our current Social Security system is
financially broken, outdated, and un-
able to meet the retirement needs of
our children and grandchildren.

If we fail to act now, we will burden
further generations with dramatically
higher taxes, massive new borrowing,
or sudden and severe cuts to Social Se-
curity benefits or other government
programs. In 1998, President Bill Clin-
ton said, ‘“My fellow baby boomers, let
me say that none of us wants our own
retirement to be a burden to our chil-
dren and to their efforts to raise our
grandchildren.”

Seven years later, we still have not
solved the problems facing Social Secu-
rity.

Congress must act soon to provide
younger Americans with retirement
choices and strengthen benefits for to-
day’s retirees. We need to fix the sys-
tem now, once and for all.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

REFORMING MEDICAL LIABILITY

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, 2 years
ago this month, this House passed a
meaningful bill to reform medical li-
ability in this country. Since that
time, of course, the other body has
failed to even have a vote on this im-
portant piece of legislation, so now we
are going to see this legislation again
in this Congress.

But in the 2 years that have inter-
vened, in my home State of Texas, we
passed a bill and a constitutional
amendment that allowed caps on non-
economic damages within the State of
Texas. I think it would behoove this
House to examine what has happened
in the State of Texas since that time.

Since then, medical liability insurers
have returned to the State. We had
fallen from 17 insurers to two, and now
we stand at 14, with several insurers
having come back into the State with
rates that were flat or, in fact, lower.
In fact, Texas Medical Liability Trust,
my old insurer of record, has dropped
rates from 12 percent right after the
constitutional amendment passed and
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another 5 percent this year, for a total
of 17 percent.

But most importantly, Mr. Speaker,
the Cristus Health Care System in
south Texas, a self-insured hospital
system, realized a $12 million savings
in the first 9 months of this legislation,
money that was put back into nurses’
salaries, capital expansion, the types of
things that we want hospitals to be
doing, not paying for noneconomic
damages.

———

THERE THEY GO AGAIN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Howard
Dean, the new duly elected chairman of
the Democratic Party, had quite a
kick-off tour recently. He started off
by making racially insensitive remarks
about African Americans and Repub-
licans. Then he said he ‘‘hates Repub-
licans and everything they stand for.”
Next he told a group of activists in
Kansas that Republicans are evil. The
battle between Democrats and Repub-
licans, he said, is a ‘‘struggle between
good and evil, and we are the good.”

It would be easy to write this off as
just another Dean rant. But a woman
in the audience, and remember, this is
Kansas, hardly a left-wing bastion, said
Dean did not go far enough. He was too
conservative, she said.

Mr. Dean is the leader of a major po-
litical party. Even if his demagoguery
is too timid for some activists, he rep-
resents the Democratic Party and its
views, and his comments are yet fur-
ther confirmation that the rhetoric of
the left is eroding our political dis-
course.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL
FRANCIS, A BRILLIANT AND
BRAVE WRITER

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a fellow Ten-
nessean, but a man whom I never had
the privilege of meeting. Samuel
Francis was a nationally syndicated
newspaper columnist and a leading
voice of traditional conservatism. He
passed away several days ago, just
after the Congress had gone into re-
cess, at the too-young age of 57 from
complications after heart surgery.

No two people, not even husbands
and wives or best friends, agree on ev-
erything; and I did not always agree
with Sam Francis. But I admired his
courage. He was politically incorrect
on almost everything, which made him
right on most things, but also very
controversial. He was a leading critic
of neo-conservatives, Big Government
conservatives who really are not very
conservative at all.

Raised in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
Dr. Francis had a bachelor’s degree
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from Johns Hopkins and master’s and
Ph.D. degrees from the University of
North Carolina.

Sam Francis did not believe in world
government and multiculturalism. He
was a patriotic American who put his
own country first and was a brilliant
and brave writer.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——————

PROVIDING AMOUNTS FOR CON-
TINUING EXPENSES OF STAND-
ING AND SELECT COMMITTEES
OF THE HOUSE FROM APRIL 1,
20056 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2005

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 133) providing amounts
from the applicable accounts of the
House of Representatives for con-
tinuing expenses of standing and select
committees of the House from April 1,
2005, through April 30, 2005, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 133

Resolved, That there shall be available
from the applicable accounts of the House of
Representatives such amounts as may be
necessary for continuing expenses of stand-
ing and select committees of the House for
the period beginning on April 1, 2005, and
ending on April 30, 2005, on the same terms
and conditions as amounts were available to
such committees for the period beginning at
noon on January 3, 2005, and ending at mid-
night on March 31, 2005, pursuant to clause 7
of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives (or, in the case of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, on the same
terms and conditions as amounts were avail-
able to such Committee for such period pur-
suant to House Resolution 10, agreed to Jan-
uary 4, 2005).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. NEY) and the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. NEY).

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 133. It is a pleasure
to be here today with the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT); and I also
want to mention our ranking member,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD). As Wwe go
through the process here, it is going to
be a privilege and a pleasure to work
with her and all the Democrats and Re-
publicans on the committee to provide
for the funding resolution.
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